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     On 24 October 2007, Mr. Piriya Khempon, Deputy Director-General, Department of Information, and Deputy Spokesman, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, gave a press interview concerning the Cabinet’s decision on 22 October 2007 on Thailand’s position towards the signing of the ASEAN Charter.  The gist is as follows:
     1. On 22 October 2007, the Thai Cabinet endorsed the latest draft of the ASEAN Charter, which had been finalized by the High Level Task Force on the ASEAN Charter (HLTF) on 18 October 2007 in Vientiane, and the progress of which the HLTF has been reporting to the meetings of ASEAN Foreign Ministers and ASEAN Leaders respectively.  
     2. The Cabinet also approved that the Prime Minister joins other ASEAN Leaders in signing the ASEAN Charter during the thirteenth ASEAN Summit on 20 November 2007 in Singapore.
     3. The Cabinet agreed to present the draft of the ASEAN Charter to the National Legislative Assembly for consideration prior to the signing of the ASEAN Charter in accordance with the Sections 190 and 305 (5) of the Constitution of Thailand (B.E. 2550).
     The Deputy Director-General of Department of Information emphasized to the press that the Royal Thai Government is committed to having the ASEAN Charter endorsed by the ASEAN Summit in November 2007 in Singapore.  Regarding procedures and processes involving the country’s legislative branch, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs has provided briefings and reported the progress of the drafting of the ASEAN Charter to the relevant commissions of the NLA on a regular basis.  
     After the HLTF adopted the draft ASEAN Charter on 18 October 2007, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs promptly submitted this matter to the Cabinet for consideration on 22 October, leading to the afore-mentioned Cabinet’s decisions.  This made Thailand the first of the ASEAN member countries that submitted the draft of the ASEAN Charter for the Cabinet’s approval to this landmark document of ASEAN before submitting it into necessary parliamentary process.      
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